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HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING 6:00 PM

JULY 23, 2025

COMMISSIONERS

Dela W. Morris, Chair

Demetra Stall-Nash, Vice Chair
Nona Cohen-Bowman

Morgan L. Hannigan

Melvin E. Jones

Courtney Davis

Marissa Serafino

Council Chambers
555 Santa Clara Street

Vallejo, CA 94590

NOTICE: Members of the Public will be able to
participate in-person or remotely via Zoom

City Hall and the Council Chambers will be open to
members of the public 30 minutes prior to the start of
the meeting.

PUBLIC COMMENT: Members of the Public
may provide public comments during the City
Council Meeting in person or via ZOOM

(https://ZoomRegular.Cityofvallejo.net), or
via phone, by dialing (669) 900-6833.

For additional instructions on how to speak remotely
during public comment, please

www.citvofvallejo.net/publiccomment

visit,

VIEW THE MEETING:

There are four different ways you can view this public

meeting:
e InPerson

Watch Vallejo local channel 28

Stream from the City
website: www.cityofvallejo.net/Streaming
Join the Zoom webinar:

https://ZoomRegular.Ci

ofvallejo.net

Scan QR code for live captions and translation in Spanish
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and Tagalog.
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Hybrid Options are available for members

of the public to participate. To participate remotely

Option to Join by Computer

From your browser go to
https://ZoomRegular.CityofVallejo.net to launch and
join the zoom application.

Meeting ID: 914 0075 0676#

Meeting Password: 131313

Option to Join by Phone

Dial (669) 900-6833

Enter Meeting ID: 914 0075 0676#

Meeting Password: 131313

Press *9 to digitally raise your hand from the phone.
Press *6 to unmute/mute

Any supplemental writing related to an agenda item for an open session of a regular meeting that is distributed to all or a
majority of all members of the Commission less than 72 hours before the meeting will be posted concurrently on the City’s

website at www.cityofvallejo.net/agendas Written material distributed during the meeting, will be available at the

meeting if prepared by the City or after the meeting if prepared by someone else. Such materials may be obtained from the
Commission Secretary.

Clerk.

Ex

Vallejo City Council Chambers ADA compliant.
Requests for disability related modifications or accommodations, aids or services may be made by a person with a
disability to the City Clerk's office no less than 72 hours prior to the meeting as required by Section 202 of the Americans
with Disabilities Act of 1990 and the federal rules and regulations adopted in implementation thereof

Devices for the hearing impaired are available from the City
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AGENDA

CALL TO ORDER

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL

REPORT OF THE CHAIRPERSON AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE/BOARD
A REPORT FROM THE SECRETARY

B REPORT FROM COUNCIL MEMBER MATULAC LIAISION TO THE
COMMISSION

C COMMISSIONER REPORTS

COMMUNITY FORUM

Anyone wishing to address the Council on any matter for which another opportunity to speak is not provided
on the agenda, and which is within the jurisdiction of the Council to resolve, is requested to submit a
completed speaker card to the City Clerk. When called upon, each speaker should step to the podium, state
his /her name, and address for the record. Each speaker is limited to three minutes pursuant to Vallejo
Municipal Code Section 2.20.300.

CONSENT CALENDAR AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA

A APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Recommendation: By motion approval of the minutes of April 23, 2025,
REGULAR meeting.

Contact: Vanessa Garcia, Staff Secretary (707) 648-4363
Vanessa.Garcia@cityofvallejo.net

ACTION CALENDAR

NOTICE: Members of the public wishing to address the Council on Action Calendar Items are requested to
submit a completed speaker card to the City Clerk. Each speaker is limited to five minutes pursuant to Vallejo
Municipal Code Section 2.02.420.

A CREATION OF SUBCOMMITTEE TO GATHER AND PRESENT DETAILED
INFORMATION ABOUT HOMELESSNESS AND THE GROUPS WORKING TO
ADDRESS IT IN VALLEJO

B DISCUSSION OF WAYS THE COMMISSION COULD HAVE INTENTIONAL
CONTACTS AND CONVERSATIONS WITH THE COMMUNITY, TO INFORM
THEM OF THE COMMISSION’S PURPOSE AND EXISTENCE, INCLUDING
REGULAR PRESENCE AT EVENTS OR ACTION THAT MAY BE TAKEN BY
INDIVIDUAL COMMISSIONERS

C DISCUSSION AND SCHEDULING SPECIAL MEETINGS FOR THE
COMMISSION TO MEET MORE FREQUENTLY

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
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A PRESENTATION BY FIRST RESPONDERS’ TRANSFORMATION-HOW TO
ENVISION FIRST RESPONDERS’ ROLES IN THE COMMUNITY

9 ADJOURNMENT
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ADDITIONAL CITY INFORMATION

Members of the public can:
e Like us on Facebook and Instagram (@cityofvallejo)
e  Sign up to receive City Communications via e-mail (www.cityofvallejo.net/subscribe)
e Sign up for emergency alerts at: alertsolano.com

I, Vanessa Garcia, Staff Secretary do hereby certify that | have caused a true copy of the above notice and agenda to be delivered to

Dela W. Morris, Chair
Demetra Stall-Nash, Vice Chair
Nona Cohen-Bowman
Morgan L. Hannigan
Melvin E. Jones
Courtney Davis
Marissa Serafino,

at the time and in the manner prescribed by law and that this agenda was posted at City Hall, 555 Santa Clara Street, CA at

4:00 p.m., July 18, 2025.
OM@/M (g?mf(qd

Vanessa Garcia, Staff Secretary

Dated: July 18, 2025
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HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
COUNCIL CHAMBERS
555 Santa Clara Street, Vallejo, California

April 23, 2025

CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 6:07 p.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
ROLL CALL

Present: Chair Weeks-Morris, Vice Chair Stall-Nash, Melvin Jones, Marissa
Serafino, Commissioner Davis (arrived late)

Absent: Commissioner Cohen-Bowman, Commissioner Hannigan

REPORTS
A. Report from the Secretary
» There are 4 terms that expire June 30, 2025 — Chair Dela Weeks-Morris,
Vice-Chair Demetra Stall-Nash, Commissioner Courtney Davis,
Commissioner Morgan Hannigan.
e City Clerk Dawn Abrahamson will be starting the application
process in June. Reappointment is not automatic.
» Commissioner Hannigan and Commissioner Marissa Serafino to receive
their name tags after the meeting. (Name tag given to Commissioner
Serafino before the meeting.)

B. Report from Council Member Liaison Matulac
» Commission has a $1000 budget for training or materials to help
promote the HRC. Commission to submit work plan to present in front
of Council. Commissioners are encouraged to reach out to neighbors
and friends that have similar voice and passion for Vallejo to find a
replacement for their position for those not wishing to continue their
term.

C. Commissioner Reports
» Chair Weeks-Morris: Participates in the citizens training program and
encourages others to join future sessions to better understand how
Vallejo’s government works and connect with fellow residents.
Commissioners are encouraged to stay informed about public safety
updates through news, flyers, and other City communications.
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» Commissioner Serafino: Also attends the citizens academy, reviewed
how often other HRC in the Bay Area meet. Most meet monthly.
Suggested this commission consider meeting once a month.

> Vice Stall-Nash: Attended two city meetings about homeless
encampment sweeps. People experiencing homelessness shared how
they were treated. Natalie Peterson and COC trying to find solutions
based on their needs. Provide gift cards to attendees instead of a
paper check. Better communication between organizers and those
working directly with homeless individuals to understand real needs.
IHeart joined a follow-up meeting to help address how to safely support
homeless individuals with mental illness. Homeless presence near
stores is hurting businesses. More training and collaboration needed
between commissioners and City Council. Fatality at a homeless
encampment raised serious concerns and potential legal
consequences. A presentation from Sandra James from Milwaukee:

“If it's not in my backyard, it'll be in your front yard.” Mayors, judges,
and police should work together to offer support, by waiving fines for
homeless individuals who have no money and face the same struggles
repeatedly.

COMMUNITY FORUM
Speakers:  No Speakers

CONSENT CALENDAR AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA

A. Approval of Minutes
Recommendation: Approval of the minutes of April 23, 2025, regular
meeting.
Action: Moved by Vice-Chair Stall-Nash and carried unanimously.
(absent: Commissioner Hannigan, Commissioner Cohen-Bowman, and
Commissioner Davis)

INFORMATION CALENDAR
A. Presentation by the City Attorney’s Office on the Brown Act and role of the
Commission.
> Assistant City Attorney responded to questions from Vice-Chair Stall-
Nash, Commissioner Serafino, and Commissioner Jones.

ACTION CALENDAR

A. Discussion and Approval of Human Relations Commission 2025/2026
Goals
Recommendation: Approve existing Goals for 2025 and 2026
Action: Moved by Chair Weeks-Morris and carried unanimously

B. Discussion of Human Relations Issues Related to Homelessness and
Ways that the Commission could provide Education, Advice, or Assistance
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A.

Recommendation: Agendize the creation of a subcommittee to gather and
present detailed information about homelessness and the groups working
to address it in Vallejo.

Action: Moved by Chair Weeks-Morris and carried unanimously (abstain:
Commissioner Davis) (absent: Commissioner Hannigan, Commissioner
Cohen-Bowman)

DISCUSSION OF FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

Presentation by First Responders’ Transformation-How to Envision First

Responders’ Roles in the Community

» Commissioner Davis to meet with team next month. Table to the next
meeting.

Presentation by Pathfinders for Hope on Homelessness

> Presentation discussed at Commission meeting on January 22, 2025

10. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

A.

Discussion of ways the Commission could have intentional contacts and
conversations with the community, to inform them of the Commission’s
purpose and existence, which may include regular presence at events or
action that may be taken by individual Commissioners.
Recommendation: Agendize item at the next meeting.

Action: Moved by Vice-Chair Stall-Nash and carried unanimously (Chair
Weeks-Morris votes against it) (absent: Commissioner Hannigan,
Commissioner Cohen-Bowman)

Discussion and scheduling Special Meetings to meet more frequently.
Recommendation: Secretary to identify a date prior to July 23 set date
and if there is availability schedule the Special Meeting on that date.
Action: Moved by Chair Weeks-Morris and carried unanimously.

11. ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 7:17 p.m.

DELA WEEKS-MORRIS, CHAIR

ATTEST:

VANESSA GARCIA, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
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