
CALL AND NOTICE OF
SPECIAL MEETING

AT 6:00 PM
OF THE VALLEJO CITY COUNCIL

VIA TELECONFERENCE 
AUGUST 3, 2020

The link to make a public comment opens at 4:00 p.m. for the special Council 
meeting. Each agenda item has a unique link. You must find the item you wish to 
comment on in the agenda and use that link. The links will close at the conclusion of 
each agenda item. To learn more about how to place a public comment, visit: 
https://vimeo.com/430097790

VIEW THE MEETING:

There are three different ways you can view this public meeting:

 Watch Vallejo local channel 28
 Stream from the City website: www.cityofvallejo.net/Streaming
 Join the Zoom webinar: https://zoom.us/j/91400750676

  

TO THE MEMBERS OF THE VALLEJO CITY COUNCIL:

You are hereby notified that I do hereby call the Vallejo City Council in special session to consider only the matters stated on the agenda listed below.

NOTICE: Due to the current Shelter at Home Order and in conformance with the Governor’s Executive Order N­29­30, the City of Vallejo has opted to 
hold City Council meetings via teleconference. Any interested members of the public desiring to communicate with the City Council concerning any 
item listed on the agenda before or during consideration of that item must do so by either clicking on the hyperlinks contained in the meeting agenda or 
type the link into an internet browser. You will be taken to the internet platform where the meeting is held. There will be no public access to City Hall for 
any City Council meetings until further notice.

1.  CALL TO ORDER 

2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

3.  ROLL CALL 

https://vimeo.com/430097790
http://www.cityofvallejo.net/meetings
https://zoom.us/j/91400750676


4.  ACTION CALENDAR
NOTICE: Due to  the current Shelter at Home Order and  in conformance with  the Governor's Executive 
Order  N­29­30,  the  City  of  Vallejo  has  opted  to  hold  City  Council  meetings  via  teleconference.  Any 
interested members  of  the  public  desiring  to  communicate with  the City  Council  as  part  of  the  Action 
Calendar must do so by accessing the link at the conclusion of each of the Action Calendar items. There 
will be no public access to City Hall for any City Council meetings until further notice.

  A. ACCEPT REPORT OF CITY CLERK CERTIFYING SUFFICIENCY OF 
INITIATIVE PETITION AND RECOMMENDING COUNCIL REQUEST A 
REPORT ON LEGAL AND LAND USE ASPECTS PRIOR TO PLACING 
MEASURE ON BALLOT
Recommendation: Accept the report of the City Clerk declaring the sufficiency 
of the initiative petition, and request a report pursuant to California Elections 
Code section 9212 to be presented at a special council meeting no later than 
September 2, 2020 regarding legal and land use aspects of the initiative.  As 
required by California Elections Code section 9215, when the report is 
presented to the council, the Council will consider whether to adopt the 
ordinance within 10 days, order an election by placing the measure on the 
regular November 2022 ballot or rejecting the ordinance in its entirety because 
it is illegal on its face.
Contact: Dawn G. Abrahamson, City Clerk (707) 648­4528
Dawn.Abrahamson@cityofvallejo.net

Public Comment for Action 4A may be submitted by accessing the following 
link:
https://www.opentownhall.com/9450

5.  ADJOURNMENT 

Dated: Friday, July 31, 2020 
Bob Sampayan, Mayor

I, Dawn Abrahamson, City Clerk, do herby certify that I have caused a true copy of the above notice and agenda to be delivered to 
each of the members of the Vallejo City Council, at the time and in the manner prescribed by law and that this agenda was posted 
at City Hall, 555 Santa Clara Street, CA at 5:00 p.m., Friday, July 31, 2020.

Dated: Friday, July 31, 2020
Dawn G. Abrahamson, City Clerk

http:
https://www.opentownhall.com/9450


ACTION ITEM 4.A.

 

DATE: August 3, 2020 
TO: Mayor and Members of the City Council 
FROM: Dawn G. Abrahamson, City Clerk 
SUBJECT: ACCEPT REPORT OF CITY CLERK CERTIFYING SUFFICIENCY OF INITIATIVE PETITION 

AND RECOMMENDING COUNCIL REQUEST A REPORT ON LEGAL AND LAND USE 
ASPECTS PRIOR TO PLACING MEASURE ON BALLOT 

  

RECOMMENDATION
Accept the report of the City Clerk declaring the sufficiency of the initiative petition, and request a report 
pursuant to California Elections Code section 9212 to be presented at a special council meeting no later than 
September 2, 2020 regarding legal and land use aspects of the initiative.  As required by California Elections 
Code section 9215, when the report is presented to the council, the Council will consider whether to adopt the 
ordinance within 10 days, order an election by placing the measure on the regular November 2022 ballot or 
rejecting the ordinance in its entirety because it is illegal on its face.

REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATION
On February 19, 2020, proponent Steven B. Ray filed in the City Clerk's Office a Notice of Intent to Circulate a 
City of Vallejo Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Protection Initiative Petition for the purpose of amending 
the General Plan to require voter approval for certain changes to the General Plan. The purpose of the 
initiative would amend the City's General Plan to require approval by the City's voters in order to change the 
land use designation or allowable uses of certain lands designated in the General Plan as "Parks, Recreation 
and Open Space" within the City limits, (Attachment 1).  The proponent submitted a request for preparation 
and received the ballot title and summary by the City Attorney.

The City Attorney prepared the ballot title to read "City of Vallejo Voter Requirement for General Plan 
Amendment" (Attachment 2).

On June 25, 2020, the petitions were received for filing in the City Clerk's Office.  As required by elections law, 
the City Clerk determined that the number of signatures, prima facie (on its face), sufficed the amount required 
for a regular general municipal election. The Registrar of Voters was contracted to verify the sufficiency of 
signatures. As of the time of this Agenda's publication, the County Registrar of  Voters has not yet completed 
its full review, but anticipates review will be completed over this upcoming weekend (i.e., by August 3, 2020). 

The issue for City Council consideration this evening is acceptance of the City Clerk's report on the 
examination of signatures on the initiative petition to "City of Vallejo Voter Requirement for General Plan 
Amendment Initiative"  and, while staff recommends the third option, the council is free  to choose from among 
three  options:

1. Adopt the ordinance, without alteration, at the regular meeting at which the certification of the petition 
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is presented, (tonight)  or within 10 days after it is presented (special meeting);  or
2. Submit the ordinance, without alteration, to the voters at the City's next General Municipal Election, or
3. Order a report pursuant to Elections Code section 9212 prior to either adopting the ordinance or  

submitting the ordinance to the voters.

Council may also find that the proposed ordinance is illegal on its face and decline to adopt it or place it on the 
ballot. 

Staff recommends the report in order to create a record and educate the stakeholders, public, and officials as 
to  provide written detail on the legal issues which the proposed ordinance contains, and the land use impacts 
on the city's neighborhoods prior to the council's decision.  

BACKGROUND AND DISCUSSION
The City Charter Section 1002 provides that "all elections shall be held in accordance with the provisions of 
the Elections Code of the State of California" for municipal elections unless the City Charter has a provision 
that conflicts with state law. General municipal elections are in November of each even-numbered year, 
pursuant to Charter Section 1000. All other municipal elections are special elections, pursuant to Charter 
Section 1001.

An initiative may be brought to the voters at a regular municipal election if the proponent submits signatures of 
at least 10 percent of registered voters. The initiative proponent filed the petition on June 25, 2020. The 
County Registrar of Voters conducted a random sampling signature review for the 10 percent threshold 
required under state law for the measure to qualify for a regular general municipal election. The review 
concluded that while the petition was statistically sufficient to 106.95% for a random sampling of signatures, it 
did not meet the requirements of Elections Code section 9309(b), and required a full review of all signatures 
within 60 days of receipt. The County Registrar next calculated whether the 10 percent threshold was met, 
and concluded there are sufficient signatures (Attachment 3).  As of the time of this Agenda's publication, the 
County Registrar of  Voters has not yet completed its full review, but anticipates review will be completed over 
this upcoming weekend (i.e., by August 3, 2020).

Given that the petition contains signatures representing at least 10 percent of the registered voters of the city, 
the Elections Official is required to certify the sufficiency of the petition to the City Council who shall do one of 
the following:

1. Adopt the ordinance, without alteration, at the regular meeting at which the certification of the petition 
is presented, or within 10 days after it is presented.

2. Submit the ordinance, without alteration, to the voters pursuant to subdivision (b) of Elections Code 
section 1405.

3. Order a report pursuant to Elections Code section 9212 prior to either adopting the ordinance or submitting the ordinance to 
the voters.
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With regard to the third option,  Elections Code section 9212 states that the report may contain any or all of 
the following:

1. Its fiscal impact.
2. Its effect on the internal consistency of the city’s general and specific plans, including the housing 

element, the consistency between planning and zoning, and the limitations on city actions under 
Section 65008 of the Government Code and Chapters 4.2 (commencing with Section 65913) and 4.3 
(commencing with Section 65915) of Division 1 of Title 7 of the Government Code.

3. Its effect on the use of land, the impact on the availability and location of housing, and the ability of the 
city to meet its regional housing needs.

4. Its impact on funding for infrastructure of all types, including, but not limited to, transportation, schools, 
parks, and open space. The report may also discuss whether the measure would be likely to result in 
increased infrastructure costs or savings, including the costs of infrastructure maintenance, to current 
residents and businesses.

5. Its impact on the community’s ability to attract and retain business and employment.
6. Its impact on the uses of vacant parcels of land.
7. Its impact on agricultural lands, open space, traffic congestion, existing business districts, and 

developed areas designated for revitalization.
8. Any other matters the legislative body requests to be in the report.

The report is to be presented to the Council no later than 30 days after the elections official certifies to the 
legislative body the sufficiency of the petition. If the Council orders the report, the last date the City Council 
could consider the matter within the prescribed 30 days is September 2, 2020. When the report is presented, 
the City Council must either adopt the ordinance within ten days or order an election.

Staff recommends that Council request a report on three aspects: the legality of the provisions in the initiative, 
including whether it would violate the California Constitution or state law; the consistency between planning 
and zoning; and its impact on the community's ability to attract and retain business and employment.

FISCAL IMPACT
Fiscal impact will be determined when the measure is placed on the ballot and addressed during the Fiscal 
Year 2022-23 budget process.

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW
This action is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) because it is not a project which 
has a potential for resulting in either a direct physical change in the environment, or a reasonably foreseeable 
indirect physical change in the environment, pursuant to CEQA Guideline section 15378.  A legislative body is 
not required to undertake CEQA review of a qualified initiative whether it places the measure on the ballot or 
adopts it.

ATTACHMENTS
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1. COV Parks, Recreation and Open Space Protection District_Notice of Intent 021920
2. ballot measure summary 2_CAO Final
3. ROV Sampling Results

CONTACT
Dawn G. Abrahamson, City Clerk (707) 648-4528
Dawn.Abrahamson@cityofvallejo.net

Public Comment for Action 4A may be submitted by accessing the following link:
https://www.opentownhall.com/9450

http:
https://www.opentownhall.com/9450


















City of Vallejo Voter Requirement for General Plan Amendment Initiative 
 
This initiative seeks to effectuate a long-range City of Vallejo policy by amending the existing 
City of Vallejo General Plan to require a majority vote of the City’s registered voters in order to 
limit the development of residential housing and other development on any land within the City 
of Vallejo that is designated in the General Plan as open space, parks or recreation areas with the 
exception of the following: 1) open space, park and recreation areas that are covered by a 
specific plan or master plan currently identified in the General Plan; 2) a single parcel 
comprising 128.3 acres identified as APN 0182-010-010; 3) eight parcels comprising 58.5 acres 
known as APN 0182-010-060-01. This limitation would be retroactive to the date of the Notice 
of Intent to Circulate Petition.  The General Plan amendment would be included in the “Nature 
and Built Environment” section of the General Plan or in any other section of the General Plan 
deemed appropriate by the City.   



  
 

 

REGISTRAR OF VOTERS 

TIM FLANAGAN 

Chief Information Officer 
Registrar of Voters 
TPFlanagan@solanocounty.com 
(707) 784-6675 
 
JOHN H. GARDNER 

Assistant Registrar of Voters 
JHGardner@solanocounty.com 
(707) 784-3366 

675 Texas Street, Suite 2600 
Fairfield, CA  94533 
(707) 784-6675 
Fax (707) 784-6678 
 

www.solanocounty.com 

     

To: Dawn Abrahamson, City Clerk Vallejo 

From: John Gardner, Assistant Registrar of Voters 

Date: July 6, 2020 

 

Re:  Signature Calculation Worksheet for Petition – City of Vallejo Parks, 

Recreation, and Open Space initiative received June 26, 2020. 

 

Applicable Code Sections: District measures submitted to voters California 

Election Code (EC) Div. 9, Ch. 4 §§, 9300-9309 

 

Signature Calculation worksheet: 

 

Number of voters last reported to Secretary of State: 65,173 

Total Signatures Submitted:  10,073 

Signatures needed to qualify for REGULAR election:  6,517 

 

Per request, the Registrar of Voters conducted a random sample, which included 

500 signatures or 3% of those submitted, whichever is greater. 

 

Number of signatures to verify: 500 

Number of valid signatures: 346 

Number of duplicate signatures: 0 

 

California Secretary of State Validation Formula: 
Factors 

A 

B 

C 

V 

Description 

Value for each signature 

Penalty value for duplicate signatures 

Total value for all duplicate signatures 

Adjusted number of valid signatures 

   

Factor Formula Value 

A Total Signatures/Signatures to verify=A 20.15 

B A x (A-1) = B Penalty value for duplicate signatures 385.72 

C B x Number of duplicate signatures = C 0 

V A x Valid signatures in Sample Size = V 6,971 

 V – C = Statistically valid total 6,971 

 

If the statistical sample is within 95% to 110% of the required number of 

signatures, the election official must verify ALL petition signatures.  EC 9309(b): 

 

Statistical total as a percent of total needed:  106.95% 
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